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MEDIA RELEASE

31st March 2010

St Ives Coasts its Way to Success
St Ives has been declared Best Family Holiday Destination in the prestigious Coast Awards 2010. Hailed as the ultimate year-round holiday destination it was praised for its mix of adult and child friendly attractions and things to do, and singled out for having a unique art scene. 
The award comes as a result of topping the Coast magazine readers’ voters poll and according to Alex Reece, deputy editor of the magazine and Coast Awards organiser, it is well deserved: “We’re not surprised that St Ives is a hit with readers. For a small town, it offers such variety – from bucket-and-spade beaches to high culture.”
Closely following St Ives in the category was Newquay which was awarded runner-up status alongside the only non-Cornish contender, Southwold in Suffolk, highlighting Cornwall as being a clear favourite for families. 

Glory was also bestowed on St Ives for its culinary excellence with Porthminster Beach Café crowned Best Coastal Café, Pub or Restaurant. Having claimed the title as a joint winner in 2008 and as runner-up in 2009 Porthminster Beach Café has emerged as a firm favourite among Coast readers. It was its concern for sustainability and affordability that clinched the award for them for the third year. 
To create a hat-trick of award credits for the town Tate St Ives was announced as Best-Loved Coastal Building runner-up. Malcolm Bell, Head of Tourism at VisitCornwall, is delighted with the accolades: “St Ives is one of Cornwall’s most popular visitor destinations with almost half of all visitors going there at some point during their stay. Its unique combination of sandy beaches, local shops and great places to eat is topped off with artistic flair and seaside charm making it perfect for each and every type of visitor. 

“The businesses of St Ives should be immensely proud of themselves, especially Tate St Ives and the Porthminster Beach Café who have both been instrumental in putting the town on the map.”
Further award mentions for Cornwall came in the form of Best Marine Green Project which listed Padstow’s National Lobster Hatchery among its runner-up’s. The South West Coast Path (of which 48% is in Cornwall) was also honoured as a runner-up in the Joules Award for Best Coastal Path. 
2010 Coast Awards Winners

COAST READERS’ VOTE

1. Best British beach

Winner: Holkham, Norfolk

Runners-up: Bamburgh, Northumberland; Rhossili Bay, Gower

COAST READERS’ VOTE

2. Best Family Holiday Hestination

Winner: St Ives, Cornwall
Runners-up: Southwold, Suffolk; Newquay, Cornwall
Since the opening of Tate St Ives in 1993, this seaside town has become the ultimate year-round destination.  Grown-ups enjoy the arts scene, the walks, the shops and great places to eat, while children play on the four sandy beaches, which are ideal for swimming, surfing and seal spotting. ‘We’re not surprised that St Ives is a hit with readers,’ says deputy editor and Coast Awards organiser Alex Reece. ‘For a small town, it offers such variety – from bucket-and-spade beaches to high culture.’

3. Joules Award for Best Coastal Path

Winner: Pembrokeshire Coast Path National Trail
Runners-up: Fife Coastal Path; South West Coast Path
4. Best All-Round Seaside Attraction

Winner: Living Coasts, Torquay, Devon
Runners-up: Blackpool Pleasure Beach, Blackpool, Lancs; Brighton Pier, Brighton East Sussex
5.  Best Coastal Café, Pub or Restaurant

Winner: Porthminster Cafe, St Ives, Cornwall
Runners-up: Castle Cottage, Tea Rooms, Pevensey, East Sussex; Joe’s Beach Bar, Ingoldmells, Skegness, Lincs
The Porthminster Café is a firm favourite with Coast readers – it was joint winner in this category in 2008 and a runner-up in 2009. Our judges are equally enamoured with its high standard of service and culinary excellence. But what clinched this year’s Award is the Café’s concern for sustainability (for example, including unmarketable bycatch on the menu) and affordability. In the past year, it has opened a fish and chip shop beneath the restaurant. ‘This is a great way to cater to people who can’t afford to eat there,’ says coastal entrepreneur and beauty writer Jo Fairley.

6. Best Shoreline B&B/Hotel

Winner: St Brides Spa Hotel, Saundersfoot, Pembrokeshire
Runners-up: The Brudenell Hotel, Aldeburgh, Suffolf;

The Saunton Sands Hotel, nr Braunton, Devon
7.  Best Marine Green Project

Winner:  Surfers Against Sewage
Runners-up: Living Caosts, Torquay, Devon;

The National Lobster Hatchery, Padstow, Cornwall
8.  Best-Loved Coastal Building

Winner:  Blackpool Tower, Blackpool, Lancs
Runners-up: Southwold Pier, Southwold, Suffolk; Tate St Ives, St Ives, Cornwall
9.  Best Campsite, Caravan or Holiday Park

Winner:  Yellowcraig Caravan Club Site, Dirleton, East Lothian
Runners-up: Butlins, Minehead, Somerset; Seaview Caravan Park, Cromer, Norfolk
10.  Unsung Coastal Hero

Winner:  Mike Stentiford, National Trust for Jersey
Highly Commended: Constance Brown, Browns Cafe, Pembroke
Runner-up: Maggie Sheddan, Scottish Seabird Centre, North Berwick
The full results of the awards will appear in the June 2010 issue of Coast magazine, on sale 26 April.

ENDS

Notes to Editors

Coast Magazine

Coast magazine celebrates all that is great about the British coastline, whether it be a coastal walk, a seaside home, the best place to buy a fish supper or to go rock pooling.  It has a circulation of 41,778 and is edited by Clare Gogerty.

Coast Awards

The Coast Awards, launched in 2008, were established to recognise the people and places that represent all that is innovative, valuable and exciting around the British coastline. Around 5,000 votes were cast in this year’s Coast Awards, from every part of the UK. Coast magazine tallied them up to find readers’ favourites for ‘Best British Beach’ and ‘All-Round Seaside Holiday Destination’. The top-scoring nominations for the remaining categories were then put to an expert judging panel, including Coast editor Clare Gogerty, chef Galton Blackiston, Julia Bradbury, Nikwax founder Nick Brown, coastal entrepreneur Jo Fairley, chief executive of the Ramblers Tom Franklin, head of external communications for the RNLI Spencer Gammond, Joules Clothing MD Tom Joule and historian Professor John K Walton.

VisitCornwall 

VisitCornwall is a part of Cornwall Development Company, the economic development service for Cornwall Council. VisitCornwall undertakes the destination marketing function for Cornwall and promotes the areas distinctive qualities to the domestic market and key international markets through targeted marketing campaigns each year, focusing on the Spring, Autumn and Winter. 
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Image 1 – Tate St Ives was crowned Best-Loved Coastal Building runner-up

Image 2 – St Ives has been declared Best Family Holiday Destination
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